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Rapid Testing 
Controls – As long as your temperatures and environments for testing remain 
stable, you may begin running controls every other month.   As a reminder, 
controls from the new shipment are good for 56 days.  
 
OraSure Reagent Shortage 
Please see message from Ingrid Denney below: 
 
Reagent Shortage Issue 
There is a reagent shortage for processing of oral specimens.  This is a nationwide 
shortage, and does not apply to Missouri only.  The State Public Health Laboratory 
(SPHL) has been in contact with BMX, the manufacturer of the reagents, and has been 
told that while BMX has no firm date to resolve this issue, they are working diligently to 
catch up with the manufacturing of the reagents.   
 
Oral Testing in Missouri 
Every year, each region is given an allotment of oral test kits (including the supplies 
needed to perform the tests)  that is managed by the Lead Agency in each region.  The 
Lead Agency monitors usage to make sure that the allotments are not exceeded.  With 
the exception of the St. Louis Region, all other regions are within the limits of their 
allotments.  Oral testing will continue as normal in those regions.  These regions are:  
North Central, Kansas City, Southwest, Southeast and Northwest.  Since the St. Louis 
Region has used its allotment for the year, sites in that region cannot test using the oral 
test method and send specimens to the SPHL for processing. 
 
St. Louis Region Issue 
Once reagents become available, the Lead Agency (St Louis Metro AIDS) will need to 
work with the SPHL (or any other laboratory) to arrange for processing of oral 
specimens for the remainder of 2005.  This means that the Lead Agency will need to 
use its own funds to pay for oral specimen processing.  As this may likely be an issue 
that will arise again in future years, the Lead Agency will need to plan for similar 
arrangements in the future. 
 
How Does St. Louis Test in the Meantime? 
DHSS is not restricting HIV testing in the St. Louis Region.  We are only restricting oral 
testing in St. Louis because the allotment has been exceeded.  St. Louis sites may 
collect and submit an unlimited number of blood specimens to the SPHL for testing.  
Sites that are conducting rapid testing may continue to collect and process specimens.  



 
HIV/STD Risk Assessment 
As final PEMS variables become available, the State CTR Team will be working on 
revising the risk assessment.  We hope to be able to have the new risk assessment 
ready for use in January 2006. 
 
Statewide CTR Meeting for 2006 – PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
The Statewide CTR Meeting will be held Wednesday, January 18, in Jefferson City.  
Please mark your calendars accordingly.  More details will follow closer to the meeting 
date.   
 
STD/HIV Prevention Satellite Broadcast Videos Available 
The CTR Program currently has available STD/HIV Prevention satellite broadcast videos 
that can be borrowed to view.  The broadcasts were titled, “Emerging Trends:  STD 
Treatment and Body Piercing” (2004), “Rapid Testing:  Advances for HIV Prevention” 
(11-18-04), and “PCRS for HIV Prevention” (04-21-05).  If you would like to borrow any 
of these, contact Rachel Figard at 573-751-6124.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hepatitis Videos Available 
The Hepatitis Program currently has available hepatitis videos suitable for use as part of 
a presentation and/or showing in clinic waiting rooms.  The videos are titled, "The 
Invisible Threat" (12 mins.), "The Silent Stalker" (12 mins.), and "Respect Yourself, 
Protect Yourself" (for teens, 9 mins.).  Anyone who would like to receive a copy of any 
of the videos can contact Scott Carson or Rachel Figard at 573-751-6124. 
 
 
 
Perinatal Hepatitis B Program 
Hepatitis B information can be found at the following website :  
http://www.immunize.org 
 
Included in this website are the publications “Needle Tips” and the “Hepatitis B Coalition 
News” as well as Q & As.  The issue for October 2005 contains the following 
information: 
   
Hepatitis B Facts: Testing and Vaccination, 
Hepatitis B Lab Nomenclature 
Who needs serologic testing 
Managing chronic HBV infection 
Healthcare Worker Vaccination Recommendations. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Syphilis Outbreak Status Update 
(January 1 – September 30 – Provisional Syphilis Data) 
Early syphilis = Primary, secondary and early latent 
St. Louis – St. Louis has had a total of 40 early syphilis cases so far in 2005.  Of these 
40 cases, 33 have been in males and 7 in females.  Of the 33 males identified, 26 self-
identified as MSM.  Of the 26 self-identified MSM, 21 are HIV positive. 
 
Kansas City – Kansas City has had a total of 70 early syphilis cases so far in 2005.  Of 
these 70 cases, 61 have been in males and 9 in females. 
 
Springfield-Greene County – The Springfield-Greene County area has had a total of 
21 early syphilis cases so far in 2005.  Of these 21 cases, 19 have been in males and 2 
in females.  
Community Syphilis Elimination Advisory Group (CSEAG) Meetings 
CSEAG meetings will be held November 10 and December 8.  All meetings will be held 
at Harris-Stowe State College in St. Louis.   
 
For more information on the outbreaks or CSEAG meetings, please contact Melissa 
VanDyne, State Syphilis Elimination Coordinator, at (573) 751-6129. 
 
 
 
 

Missouri CTR* Report 
3rd Quarter 2005 

(Blood and Oral based on SPHL reports. Rapid based on site reports.) 
  # Tests # Positive 

July- Blood 1,506 9 
July - Oral 483 2 

July - Rapid** 211 2 
TOTAL 2,200 13 

    
August - Blood 1,683 12 
August - Oral 490 4 

August - Rapid** 303 0 
TOTAL 2,476 16 

    
September - Blood 2,183 16 
September - Oral 178 3 

September - Rapid** 383 5 
TOTAL 2,744 24 

    
QUARTERLY TOTAL 7,420 53 

*CTR sites include those sites funded for CTR services and the agencies they 
subcontract with or provide testing supplies to (41 sites) 
** 9 Rapid Testing Sites 



 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE PUBLIC HEALTH LAB CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Dana Strope 
dana.strope@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH:  573-751-0633 

Technical questions on test 
procedures 
Test result interpretation 
Problems obtaining supplies 

Jeremy Wilson 
jeremy.wilson@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH:  573-751-0633 
 

SPHL Rapid HIV Testing Contact 
Technical questions on rapid HIV test 
procedures 
Rapid test result interpretation 

Sonya Henson 
sonya.Henson@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH:  573-751-0633 

Statistics 

Bonnie Ahart 
bonnie.ahart@dhss.mo.gov 
 
PH: 573-526-3799 

Questions on courier schedules 

Linda Herigon 
linda.herigon@dhss.mo.gov 
PH:  573-751-4599 

Ordering supplies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see attached “Dear Colleague” letter addressing the use of the Internet as a 
prevention tool. 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 2005; 353: 1236-44 
Single Dose Azithromycin Versus Penicillin G Benzathine for the Treatment of Early 
Syphilis 
 
Associated Press Article – October 6, 2005 
Tests Show Vaccine Prevents Cervical Cancer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1 Rapid Test Method Training – Jefferson City  (Call Cheryl Blaise 
for more information.) 
 

November 2 & 3 HIV Positives and Their Partners Training (PCRS) – Jefferson 
City (Call Cheryl Blaise for more information.) 

November 4 Columbia Regional CTR Meeting 
Springfield Regional CTR Meeting/STD Update 

November 8 St. Joseph Regional CTR Meeting 
 

November 17 CDC Satellite Broadcast/Webcast: Revised Recommendations 
for HIV Screening of Adults, Adolescents and Pregnant Women 
in Health Care Settings 
Visit the CDC's Public Health Training Network online 
<http://ga1.org/ct/511Ifnp17uiC/NPIN_BROADCAST2> 
 

November 17 & 18 CPG Meeting 
 

January 18 Statewide CTR Meeting – Jefferson City 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

State CTR Program Contact Information 
 

Ingrid Denney 
CTR Coordinator 

ingrid.denney@dhss.mo.gov 
Ph: 417-895-6909 

FAX: 417-895-7443 
Cell:  417-234-4328 

 
CTR policies/procedures 

HIV Laws and Rules 
 

 
Amy Forbis 

CTR Evaluation Manager 
amy.forbis@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph: 573-751-6119 
FAX: 573-751-6447 
Cell: 573-619-2337 

 
Data and statistical needs 

Quality assurance visits/questions 
 

  



Cheryl Blaise 
Education and Prevention Specialist 

cheryl.blaise@dhss.mo.gov 
Ph: 660-385-1755 

FAX: 660-385-6214 
Cell: 660-384-1363 

Trainings provided by MDHSS 

 
Rachel Figard 

Senior Office Support Assistant 
rachel.figard@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph: 573-751-6124 
FAX: 573-751-6447 

 
Assign counselor and site numbers 

Contact for training registration 

 
Stephanie Fitzpatrick 

Office Support Assistant 
Stephanie.Fitzpatrick@dhss.mo.gov 

Ph:  573-522-9071 
FAX:  573-751-6447 

 
Contact for scan forms (ordering, 

scanning) 

 
 
 
 

 
2006 Training Calendar 
State CTR/Training staff are currently working on the 2006 Training Calendar.  As soon 
as it is finalized, it will be distributed to you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Staff Updates 
Steve Vance has been chosen as the St. Louis Metro CTR Coordinator.  Steve’s contact 
information can be found below. 

 
 

 
St. Louis Metro HIV Counseling & Testing

5535 Delmar 
East Annex, 2nd Floor, Room 203 

St. Louis, MO 63112 
PH:  314-879-6410 

Contact:  Steve Vance 
vances@stlouiscity.com 

 

 
Kansas City Health Department 

2400 Troost 
Kansas City, MO 64108 

PH:  816-513-6074 
Contact:  Latrice Parker 

Latrice_Parker@kcmo.org 

  



Columbia-Boone Co. Health Dept. 
1005 W. Worley, PO Box 6015 

Columbia, MO 65205-6015 
PH:  573-874-7536 

Contact:  Bill Monroe 
BKM@gocolumbiamo.com 

 

Springfield-Greene Co.  Health Dept. 
227 E. Chestnut Expressway 

Springfield, MO 65802 
PH:  417-864-1303 

Contact:  Robin Hilburn 
Robin_hilburn@ci.springfield.mo.us 

 
St. Joseph-Buchanan Co. Health Dept. 

904 S. 10th 
St. Joseph, MO 64503 

PH:  816-271-4725 
Contact:  Brenda Griffin 

bgriffin@ci.st-joseph.mo.us 
 

 
SE Health Education & Risk 

Reduction 
413 Poplar, PO Box 1324 

Poplar Bluff, MO 63902-1324 
PH:  573-686-5283 

Contact:  Rhonda Wilkes 
seherr@sbcglobal.net 

 
Joplin City Health Department 

513 Kentucky 
Joplin, MO 64801 

PH:  417-623-6122 
Contact:  Paula Wallace 
pwallace@joplinmo.org 

 

 
AIDS Project of the Ozarks 

1901 E. Bennett 
Springfield, MO 65804 

PH:  417-881-1900 
Contact:  Tina Bennett 

tinabennettapo@yahoo.com 

 
Kansas City Free Health Clinic 

3515 Broadway 
Kansas City, MO 64111 

PH:  816-777-2769 
Contact:  Jamie Stevens 

jamies@kcfree.org 
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